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lntrigue are warp and woof

(Copyrizht

OMANCE, mystery
{ the Orlenta) rog.
(o the Inltiated in their
passing of dyoasties and the wreck of king-
dows are ineluded in the chapters that they te 1.
v hold a fascination
world to spend

Stritnge histories are told

very design, and the

wouder that the
Western

dollars to neqguire then as wirness the re-

then, any
causes those of this

Is It
which

willions of ; . :
markable exbibition of these Orlental fabrics in the

Metropolltan Muscum of Arl, composed of products
of the ancient which their owners have per-
mitted_to be on publie view until January? Every
with half for-
one conveys vol-

looms,

precious squarve there Is permented
wotten legends and traditions—every
wes in its symbolism which transiated would reveal
lll’ll’l_\‘ wonders of the mystic East

The public mind has been directed mue h r»-ronII:v
they ficured promi-

to the Oriental rugs, for have

nently In (he customs prosecutions of the government

for alleged undervaluation, and the story of the ruby

rug which was said by some cxperts to he worth
many times more than the sum for which it was valied
on the consular invoice has been told

Whether a rug be worth £1,000, as this one was sup-

posed to be. or $100.000, which some merchant in en-
thusiasin of admiration thonght it mizht bring from
wealth and artistic

some Interested Amevican ol great
leanings. has little to do with the aesthetic and ro-
mantic aualities of these magic carpets from the East
ern lands

So great has become the enthusiasm of Americans
hezinning with the Centennlal

for the Eastern mgs 2

Exposltion of 1876, that New York eity, which is the !

clearing house for these fabries for the entire coun- ‘
pow declared by Dr. Willlam R. Valeniner,

try, Is
curator of the department of decorative arts in the

Metropolitan Museum of Art, to be the greatest mart

for them known, even such centres as Constantinople

L o —

and Paris taking second place,
When prosperlty smiles on an

first fdeas of household adornment is a rug which is

Those whose purses are unlimited

SO

American one of his

reallv worth while
as far as buying vare textiles nre concerned are now
paying thousands of dollars for products of the an-

U=y

clent looms.

Some of the stories which are connected with the

dations of outlaws and bandits Attacks on rug

rugs are more or less fanciful, but there Is barvdly a

1ssociated with deeds of in distant re-

werchants are of frequent occurrence

really great rug which is not
prowess, with acts of fanatieal devotion or with long
and dangerous pllgrimages over deserts infested by

glons, and the buyer who has a fortune in rugs fu his
keeping must be prepared to stand over it with ready

marauding bands ritte to defend it from wayside robbers

Men have heen slain for the red
he idol's eve; tragedy is reflected from the hrilliance

They tell a story In Samarkand of 4 rug merchant
had from

rnby which was

who wandered far Into the wmountains

f the Kohincor, and palntings of the great masters Saraz io search of unusual specimens. He had with
f the past bave been stained Ly blood. More bheau-  him a marvellous zoat's hair prayer rng of great
Iful than rubles or diamonds and expressing as much  value.  In a narrow valley he and his two bearers

were set upon by bandits, and, after a severe strug-

gle, were beaten loto Insensibility and left for dead

15 the greatest works of the artlsts of all time. nota-
le Orientnl constantly

1wese ghores to find a place in private gallery or on the

rugs are heing bronght to
The merchant returoed to consclousness to find him-

door of parlor or library in some city manslon self sorely wounded and his rugs stolen.  His Lear

Many a Magic Tale.

history of some of the

et died In the valley, but be managed (o drag him-

sclf to the bheights and a place of concealment.

world famouns

If the full

L known

there would be storles as re- Makes His Escape.

rugs could

plete with mystery. Intrizue, and strange lucldent Living on roots and herriez he remalined tn his
as any of those that ceutre about the fine cems of fastness until he bad somewhat recovered, and then,
roval and lmperlal collie¢tlons Rugzs are of them instead of seeking to escape from the wild region,
selves human documents, woven [rom  the 1« [ be took the trall of his preclous rug He dogged
thelr makers Customs, languagze, religion. all the the robbers with patlence and euuning through weeks

and suflering, and eame at Inst to their

leader of the band,

v
he siept

have a direct influence  of privation

Noting the hut of the

lntimate concerus of the peoapl

upen the making of a fine rug T'he personal aspira-

village.

tions, hopes and characteristies of awo Individnal or he stole fn by night, killed the bandit as

1 small individuals are expressed in the and recovered the rug Once more he took to the

harmony of color and design

group of

mountains, and after apother month of wandering

won out of the

Frequently a great

rugz has been the work of (hree cousecutive genero- he wilderness Into a efty His prize,

tlons that have put thefr hought Into Its fabrie In
ulmost all cases an Orlental rug

length to one of the world markets

nlm

which he toolk at

comes from a home, hLe sold for enough to miuke wenlthy The rug

manufactured In the gawe room where parents and s sald to be (o an Austrian collection at present
shildren pass thelr lives, the product of the family, One of the wmost famons of antlque Persian rugs
born of their very flesh and frult of the best that s that known as the Ardebil carpet, now |n the

Is In them. London. Inlo the de-
No cold
and. capable of belng resolved ioto chemical elements

that Is

South Kensington Museum. !n
crystalline substance dug from the earth sign Is woven the name of the maker, “Maksoud, of
the Slave of the Holy Place.” and

manufacture Is set as It Ls

Kashan Lthe date

could possess the warm fascloation part of of s 1535 belleved to

& fine rug. No treasure of unorganic ferivation could contain 32,000,006 separate kpots, each tied by hanod,

be surrounded with the close human interest that 18 and must pecessarlly have consumed many years fu

essentially part of a rug's substance. the malking. It was »urchased for £12,300. but un-
Perbaps an unraveller of rug hlstories would find doubtedly would bring mwany times that sum If it

10 Orlental fabrie thal possesses as sinister a PAst  were pluced on the markot agnln.

r as repelling an orilgin as the sacred rug of the What 1s called the companion plece to thls rug,
owa Iodlan tribe, This curloslty Is said to be which was, bowever, repaired by the nddition of i

swoed by one of the few survivors of the lowas In border from another zource, was sold at the anction
Ztroud, Okla. It is one hundred and fifty years old, of the Yerkes
aind cost seventy-seven lives. It ls aboul five feot Captain Joseph R. De La Mar and now
tquare and Is woven of the halr from reventy-seveu .sladison home, It

collectlon for $27.000 to
adorns bis
bore the

Charles T.

avenue also same in-

walps in fgures of black, white, gray, brown and seription as appears upon the South Kensington
red tut it is certain that If, by some occult meaus, Muoaseum example, which [s as (ollows —

ene wight trace the Jdramas thalt have surrounded “l have pno refuge In the world other than thy
rertaln Turkish, Persian and Indlan rugs he could threshold,

throw light upon bappeniogs dark with tragedy

After being finished in the homes throughout the
rural ddstricts, where they are woven on hand looms
by methods that have probubly changed little since of
the days of Oyrus, the rugs are cirried by their
owners to local warkets or bazaars, where they are of-
fered to merchants aopd dealers that swarm through
the country. These in turn make up thelr bundles
1ad travel toward the larger marts, notably Swyrna
ind ConstanUuople, where they meet the demand or
(he outer world Often their ways are lonely and
cundahout, and they muost pass with thelr rug trafns

' lons v ihe
nzh sectlons where the e axp

“My head bas no protection other than this porch-
WAy,

“The work of the Slave of the Holy Place, Maksoud
Kasbhan "

What a life of devotlon, of toll, Is implied in these
lines in scrawling characters, placed in a medailion
near the border of this noble rug! There 1s something
It, for there Is en-
meshed In its strands and knots the heart and soul of
one who spent bis days In this labor of love in the
porch of the Great Mosque of

which transcends the waterlal in

Ardebil, according to

the traditlon Conveyed by the woven words

wodd Fa the deprs Perhaps the hest known mig In exiatence I8 the Rtaval
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Rug, with Inscriptions from
Lent by George F. Baker

Ilmperinl and

Hunting
the Koran.
Huntiog Carpet of the

Austrian Royal

Court. According to legend it was presented by Peter
Perslan origin
which in-

It 1s of great antiquity, of
Inflaence In the design
cludes elaborately woven horsernen in pursult of deer
and other anlmals and with
No dealer would be ready to say

the Greut.

nnd shows Chlnese

winged gods In contest
Hons and buffaloes
what this rug would bring If offered for sale.  Possl-
biy no sum could adequately express its value

Scnator W. A, Clark, of Montana, was sald (o bave
purchased thirty magnificent specimens of antique
Perslan rugs some few vears ago for $250,000. He
was also credited with owning the largest collection
of Ispnhan rugs of the sixteenth century In existence

Of the highly distinetive rugs known to collectors
coveted as one which s
now in tbhe Commerclal Museurn of Its de-
dgn 18 made up of the ninety-nine names of Allah
and fopseriptlons taken from the Koran. It was found
and ls undoubtedly very

perhaps none is so greatly
Vienna

oA osque at Aléppo old.

The ruyg selzed recently here Is belleved by experts
to be the [amous ruby rug of the Duke of Rutland
proup It has been sought wany imes by dealers,
and rumors to the effect that it bad been disposed

of have recently reached New York.
Lcarning Rug Lore.

koowledge of
1 fact which accounts for the

Study and

madern

rugs are comparatively

shadowy past
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Dragon Rug XV. Century
C. F. Williams

of many pieces that a e fawiliar to present day ex-

world., At all

civilization began the diamond and the ruby have heen

fought

Owned by

perts throughout the times

recornlzed and over, but it Is only within

the last century or so that rugs have come into thels
nroper place as objects to be sought and differ
entinted. Only within the last thirty vears has there
been anything like full and exact information con

cernlng g masterpieces,
So rapldly has the
that

necessury

Oriental rug mounted imto favor

dealers bave been hard put to it to find the

supply The conditlons have ealled forth

the skilful Imitator, who hns given quite as much

v .

attention of late to the manufacture of “antigues’ in
rugs as he has to the
o old

The fmit

Jroduction of spurious paint-

ings attributed msters deslgning

and to the

of heathen ldols or has a very falr chiunce

of making good his deception in the marter of rugs
80 long ns he has to do with the uniuftiated

The dye pots of rug making coutaln secrel cown
pounds that are carefully zuarded and. concealed

Frou onfons, beets, sheep's blood, Indigo madder

and the Juice of berries are produced the wonderfully

30ft colors that forw the chief attraction in e rugs. In

age the colors become mellowed and blended and the
difference between a real antique and a new rug fresh
Irom the loom is plain to the least experlenced

But the that

due to gradual

litator sets upon the theory elfeets

and patural causes way alwavs be

simulated o he tal new rugs of

recent manu

and washes them vigor-
thuat

result is

facture, crops them cloge
chemleals

The

will pass muster with angy

various
lustre

ously In subdue the tones

and add a frequently  an

"untigue™ that one except
an expert, and the wily Imitator gets $5,000 for a rug
that Is worth perhaps 32350
Knowledge in Amecrica.
Smuggling of rugs often has been attempted, and

the customs officers are re ady to adinit that

SOnie-

times it has been successful. The rewards are tempt

g, and examiners are as keenly on the wateh for
Hega) Importation of rugs as they

Buald

not by any mweans the lmit of the dishonest rug lm

are for that of

luces, jewels and essences undervaluatlon is
porter's Ingenuity Not long ago a flne set of uphol-
stered furufture was taken to the stores for apprafsal.
There was no attempt to shirk the dufy on the furnl-
ture. )
liberal.
bottoms were taken out of chalrs and couches  The
Btufling of each found
beautiful, small silk rugs of great value

There

On the cootrary, the Invoice was su spiciously

The upholstery was probed anpd linally the

plece was then Lo consist of

it was possible to fmpose

wias a tlme when

Holbern Rug. Lent by C. F. Williams

upon the American collector of fine rugs, but that has

now become dithicult with the coming of more Knowl-

edge and o wider acqualntance with these wonder(ul
fabrics of the Kast.
study of the dyes, the sharp search for any traces of

The counting of the knots, the

the detested anfline are constantly nsed by the ama-
teur to prevent himself from belng misled

Charles I' Yerkes, who gathered one of the greatest
collections of these textiles in thig country and might
bave attained the finest
assemblage of this kind In the world, spent thousands

of dollars In establishing evidences of authenricity,

distinction of having the

He grew so proficient in his later years in the lore of
rugs that he seemed to know instinctively the merits
of carpets and rugs, and many an hour did be spend
in a gallery devoted especially to those fabries watch-
ing the play of eolors upon them as if he were com-
muning with the souls of the past.

Of lat
In the Chinese

vears there has been a growing Interest
rugs of the fifteenth, sixteenth and seyv-
which arve expecially Interesting to
ount of the rich and beautiful sym.
bolism they convey.

Eaeh figure conveys a thonght. The bride received
v rug in owhich were woven the Inslegnia of happiness
and peace and prosperlty, while great dignitaries ob-
tiined which by
veyved the wishes for longevity and continued power

These rugs,

enteonth centuries
the collector on ace

fabrics in mystle desigons were con-
tthough not so rich In color in mwost cases
as the Perslan, are highly estecied by collectors

Remote regions of China are ransacked for rugzs, and
prices bring out those which can be obtained
are olfered which in time overcome the seruples of the
owners in parting with fthem Many a saddle cloth
which for years served §ts purpose on the plains of
Tartary may now be seen on floor or wall of
IPIfth avenne residence

The forty-niue tags which are now on view in the
Metropolitan Musceuin of Art were nearly all lent by
private owners

The cox

so-called

which

aoIne

npelling eharm of the tone and eolor of the
onidse rugs will appeal to all observers,
no matter whether they have read deeply In the rug
mannals or are without any special know ledge of these
weavings

Ihere always has been more or less of a mystery
as to the origin of the so-called Polish fabries. One
Jegemd has it that eertain erstan weavers driven to
the borders of Enrape took up their abode near War-
nnd there began the making of the textiles which
bear their names

Dr. Valentiner now comes forward with an explana.
have o fa welght of
favor, He declares that the name
'olon dates from the Paris Expositlon of 1878,
when \ ruzs of this type were exhibited by
Prince Czartoriski from Warsaw. Some of these Were
Adorned with the princely cont of arms, which had Lbeen
1 Iater date. The fact thal
Enropean in thelr design always
ta accept the story that {n come
these me carried on by
descendants of PPersians there

SOaW

tion which seems to
authority in its

greater

embroidered upon them at
nothing

has made it dificnl

there was

mnking of
Foland -or

wias

Some Famous Fabrics.
It Is now generally helleved
delicate fabrics were made In

nt the exqnisitely
‘r=in, hetween the

years 1600 and 1630, and were woven by a speclal
corps of weavers attached to the roval household aml
sent by Shah A 15, of IPersia, to European courts

These rues are e
of thelr great heanty

splendid

lingly rare and on account
The sevea
seen at the

e in sreat demand
specimens which are now to he

mmsenm are about three hundred vears old. and could
they tell of thefr travels muany a story might they
relate of lives In palaces before they came into the
possession of thelr present owners.

It Is stated that there are about three hundred of
these Polish rugs In the world. The best exawmples
ire preserved In the Earopean courts. such as those
of Moscow, Copenhagen, Stockholm and Munleh, and

other places been carefully guarded

since Lhe

where they have
seventeenth centnry

The visiltor to the museum has a rare opportunity
In observing the wonderful harmony of colors In these
pecimens. The principal hues, all of which seem to

retaln their pristine brilliaucy, are lght blue, green
and remarkable shades of orange and brown, which
ure especlally beautitul when she light fulls at dit

ferent angles upon the heavy silken plle of the fabrics

'he museum Is Indebied for the loan of the s
called Poloualse rugs to Senator Wlllam A. Clark,
Mrs. B Aluwan, General Brayton Ives, Dr. Denmad

W. Ross and Mre, I'. A. B. Widener

There are scen In this loan collection
rugs of Ispahan, so ecalled because fabrics of this fine
texture aud beautiful coloring were carried there to
the mwurket, 2although as a matter of fact no rugs were
wade there at all jo the period to which these fabrles
are assigned, The name Herat is now preferably ap
plied to them They date from the sixteenth centurl,
and are distingulsbed by beauty of design and mellow:
ness ol tone,

I'lie museum Is so fortunale as to own one of the
animal rugs from the Ardebll Mosque, which it ae
qQuired by purchuase when the Charles I' Yerkes oo
lection was sald, and also a large Persian hunting rug
so called because it bears tgures of the sports of (he
chase

There are two lent by Mpr, C. F. Willlams
which are designated as ‘he Holbein rugs, becauss
rugs of precisely thls pattern or very like It appedf
as table covers lo palutings by the great Duteh artst
They are of anclent Orfental orlgin undoubtedly, bul
they are golng down to history desizpated by the pame

also to be

rgs

of a Buropean painter

Those who have lent thelr rugs to the museum fof
this exhibitlon are Mr. Benjamin Altman, of Ne¥
York; Senator W. A. Clark, also of this city amd
Montana; Mr. Theodore M. Davls, of Newport; Ge&
eral Bravton of New York, Mr. Joun D :\’".‘
Ihenny, of Philadelphia: Mr. P. M Sharpless, of “'T!‘
Chester, Pa.; Mr, P. A, B, Widener, of Elkins Parsj |
Pu.; Mr. C. F. Willlams, of Norrlstown, ’a., and f8" |
loston Museum of Mine Arts

Ives,
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